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fons are willing to fubfcribe farge fums of money to effe@ (o laud ble and
benchcral a work, and it s juft and proper that they, their heirs and af =
figns, thould be cmpowered to receive reafonable tolls for ever, In fas-
factionr for the money advanced by them in carrying the work into execy-
tion, and the itk they run: And whereas 1t may be neccdlary to cut ca-
nals, and ereet locks and other works on both fides ot the niver, and the
Iegiflatures of Virginia and Maryland, impreffed with the importance of the
objedt, are defirous of encouraging fo uletul an undertaking : Therefore,

II. We it enatten, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That it thal]
and may be lawtul to open books in the city of Annapolis, George town,

and Frederick-tow n, 1n this ftate, tor recetving and entering fubfcripti~ &

ons for the faid undertaking, under the management of Chriftopher Rich-
mond and John Davidfon, merchant, or either of them, at the city of
Annapolis, William Deakins and. Benjamin Stoddert, or either of them,
at George-town, and jofcph Sim and Abraham Faw, or either of them,
at Frederickqown!v,; and under the management of fuch perfons, and at
fuch places, in Virginia, as fhall be appointed by a& of affembly of that
government ; which Ii‘lbfcriptions thall be mmade perfonally, or by power
of attorney, and fhall be made in Spanith milled dollars, but may be paid
in toreign filver or gold coin of the value, That the faid books (hall be
opened for receiving fubferiptions on the eighth day ot Fe'ruary next,
and continue open for this purpofe until the ten'h day of May next in=-
clufive, and on the feventeenth day of the faid month of Muay, there (hall
be a genera] meeting of the fubfcribers at the town of Alexandri:, of
which meeting notice (hall be given by the faid managers, or any four of
them, in the Maryland and Virginia Gazettes, at le.ft one month next
bef()rﬂci the {aid meeting ; provided, that ir the fime time of recerving {uba
{criptions, and of‘meeting, thould rot be appointed by the leg:fliture of
Virginia, then there thall be a meeting of the fubfcribers at the time by
them appuinted at the place aforefaid, notice whereof to be given as a-
forefaid, and the fubfcriptions made at the times and places appointed by
Virginia thall be then reccived, and fuch meeding (hall and may be con-
tinued from day to dav until the bufinefs is finithed ; and the acting mie
nagers, at the time and place aforefaid, fhall lay before fuch of the fub-
fcribers as fhall meet according to the faid notice, the books by them re-
fpectively kept, containing the ftate of the faid fubfcriptions, and if one
halt the capital fum aforefaid thould, upon examination, appear not to
have been tubfcribed, then the faid managers, at the faid meeting, are
empowered to teke and receive fubfcriptions to muke up the deficiency ;
and a juft and true l:ft of all the fubfcribers, with the.fums fubfcribed by
each, fhall be made out and returned by the faid managers, Or any tfour
or mote of them, undcr their hands, into the general court of each ftate,
to be there recorded ; and in cafe more than two hundred and twenty-
two thoutand two hundred and twenty-two dollars and two ninths of a
dollar fhall be fubfcribed, then the fame fhall be reduced to that {um by
the taid managers, or a majority of them, by beginning at, and ﬁnking
oft a (hare from, the largeft fubfcription or fubfcriptions, and continuing
to ftrike off a fhare from all {fubfcriptions under the largeft and above one
thire, until the fum is reduced to the capital of two hundred and twenty-
two thoufand two hundred and twenty-two dollars and two ninths of a
dollar, or until a fhare is taken from all {uofcriptions above one fhare,
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and lots fhall be drawn between fubfcribers of equal fums, to determine.

the numbers in which fuch fublcribers (hall ftand on a lift to be made for
ftriking off as aforefaid ; and if the fum fubfcribed ftill exceeds the capital
aforefaid, then to firike off by the fame rule until‘ the fum fubfcribed is
reduced to the capital aforefaid, or all the fubfcriptions are reduced to
one thate, and if there ftill be an excefs, then lots to be drawn to deter-

mine the {ubfcribers who are to be excluded to reduce the fubfcriptions to
the



